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PREFACE 

To learn the Mississippi thoroughly, take it at its source 
in Itaska Lake, float down its stream examining its shores 
and all the confluents that make up the volume of the cur- 
rent that finally empties into the gulf at the Balize: So, to 
understand the current of history, commence at Egypt by 
the Nile, where was the earliest civilization, travel through 
Syria and Turkey, thence to Greece and to Italy ; so down 
through the states of Europe to Great Britain, where it 
widens into a mighty and final development: this is to 
study the course of civilization from the shores of the Med- 
iterranean in the Orient, where our earliest development 
took place, coming down topographically and chronologically 
to the most modern states. This is to travel with a plan, 
and enables the reading and studious traveler to observe 
systematically and philosophically, so as to derive the 
highest good from the pleasures and labors of seeing the 
Occident and Europe. This was the course of the author, 
who now submits the results to your kind and tolerant 
attention. 

JAMES M. LORING, 
4219 W. Belle Place, St. Louis, Mo. 

July 26, 1902. 
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THE OLD WORLD 
THROUGH NEW WORLD EYES 

A PILGRIMAGE 

(Written in Mid -Ocean, February 12) 

February 8, 1902, we, a party of pilgrims, left pier No. 
24, Brooklyn, N. Y., on the good steamship Aller, Captain 
Wilhelmi, register 8,000 horsepower, displacement 5,2l7 
tons, bound for Egypt and the Holy Land. Every good 
Christian is in his heart a crusader and wishes, some time 
in his life, to see the Holy Sepulchre. The pilgrimage 
made by the Emperor William at the time evoked unquali- 
fied admiration for one whose other acts have sometimes 
been erratic. Columbus, himself, had two motives in view: 
To open the Vvay to the East by sailing directly to the west; 
first, that Spain might gain great riches, and, second, that 
through them she might recover the Sepulchre. He was an 
enthusiastic sailor, soldier and fighter in the great war 
against the Moors, which put a stop to the military power 
of the Saracen in his hitherto triumphant march westward. 
1 think the day will yet come when the Christian nations 
of the world will acquire by diplomacy and peaceful means 
what Peter the Hermit, Philip the Second, Richard the 
First, Godfrey of Bouillon, and other warlike crusaders 
failed to accomplish by war and force ; that they will in 
''Christian Alliance" have joint political control and sov- 
ereignty over so much of Palestine as to give all Christian 
pilgrims the right of ingress and egress, under Christian 
government, to the final resting place of our Saviour — to all 
true men the most sacred spot on earth. Although the cru- 
sades at the time failed in their main object, incidentally 
and providentially, they resulted in the first great advance- 
pent of Europe toward civilization, in the thorough min- 
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8 THE OLD WORLD 

gling of hitherto widely separated and inimical nations and 
peoples. 

We of the Far West can only reach the Far East by 
crossing a great ocean. 

What are my impressions of this great expanse of waters, 
necessarily crossed, between New York and Gibraltar? 

We remained for the most part upon the promenade deck, 
either walking or sitting in the rented chairs, and had a fine 
chance through the sixteen days of the voyage to observe 
the restless and ever-changing sea. So many-sided and 
complex is this element that a single epethet fails to fully 
characterize it. To Homer, the first epic poet, the multitude 
of the waves and their perpetual sound appeared prominent 
— "the multitudinous laughter of the waves". The Latin 
poets of the Augustan age had no sense of the picturesque; 
their art was epic, social and satiric. George Sand, in 
"Consuelo", addressed to the Mediterranean Sea an impas- 
sioned apostrophe, copied and imitated by Byron in * Roll 
on, thou deep and dark blue ocean — roll!" Shakespeare 
refers to the base of the chalk cliffs at Dover as "swilled" 
by the wild and wasteful ocean. He refers to "the clouds 
in the bosom of the great ocean buried". ^Gray, in The 
Elegy, written in a country churchyard, speaks of the 
"ocean's unfathomed depths". (See Contra the U. S. 
coast and marine surveys.) He refers to "full many a gem 
of purest ray serene" lying at the bottom of the great 
ocean "unseen". William Cullen Bryant speaks of the 
"gray old ocean poured 'around all'." Dr. Kane, in his 
Arctic Expedition, saw "the sea reflected in the sky, the 
sky in the sea". Celia Thaxter, the daughter of a light- 
house keeper, in the "Isles of Shoals", observed the sea 
as from a ship, and has so vividly described it in its protean 
forms and appearances as to make her transcript dear to all 
lovers of nature in its wild moods. In "Landlocked", 
written during a short absence, she depicts in vivid lan- 
guage her intense longing for the charms of the sea. Frank 
T. Bullen, able seaman, in "Idylls of the Sea", gives us 
his fresh and uncopied views of the ocean in all latitudes 
and longitudes. 

I view it as complex. In the two great hemispheres and the 
four great seas, its surface reaches into every port and inlet. 
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no THE OLD WORLD 

the remedy, compulsory arbitration was needed ; that the 
mixture of Spaniards with the Irish, which had taken place 
in Wexford and the west of Ireland at the time of the descent 
of the Spanish Armada, had not produced a race more capa- 
ble of self-government: that both were too excitable and 
contentious. He further stated that annually there was 
expended more in spirituous liquors by the people than the 
entire amount paid in rentals ; that this seemed to be the 
irremediable curse of Ireland; that the north part of the 
country was inhabited by a better and more sober race ; 
that Belfast was more prosperous than Dublin and increas- 
ing faster in wealth and population. I merely repeat his 
statement as made. 

In France, in England, in Australasia, in America, Irishmen 
have succeeded. It seems they do better in foreign lands. 
They thrive by transplantation. They surely have ** bred 
in" too long at home. 

This is the dark side of the picture. 

I met many splendid men and women in Ireland, hopeful, 
noble, true; imbued with an intense devotion to the glorious 
legends and history of the holy land, its saints, martyrs 
and heroes. No country has grander. All the finest traits 
of human nature have been exemplified in their conduct — 
as. hospitality, virtue, industry, patience, bravery, martial 
ardor, devotion to the fine arts, poetry, music apd painting. 
There is a widespread desire for a revival of the glories of 
old Erin and the Celtic race in a new Ireland untrammelled 
by England or any other foreign malign influence. May 
Ireland yet be redeemed and accomplish its true national 
destiny in the sisterhood of nations is the fervent wish of a 
true friend, 

I disembarked from the fine propeller Divonian, Leyland 
line, eight days out from Liverpool, in Boston, July 21st, 
and then home to St. Louis, glad to be again in "my own 
dear native land", in six months having traveled in all — 
main and side journeys — twelve thousand miles and ex- 
pended six thousand francs, receiving full value of every 
centime; returning a lover of the best in all nations and 
religions, with a mind broadened and liberalized by my 
travels. JAMES M. LORING, 

4219 W. Belle Place, St. Louis, Mo., July 26, 1902. 
THE END. 
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